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The comment period on the draft
environmental impact statement will be
45 days from the date the
Environmental Protection Agency
publishes the notice of availability in
the Federal Register,

The Forest Service believes, at this
early stage, it is important to give
reviewers notice of several court rulings
related to public participation in the
environmental review process. First,
reviewers of draft environmental impact
statements must structure their
participation in the environmental
review of the proposal so that it is
meaningful and alerts an agency to the
reviewer’s position and contentions.
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Corp. v.
NRDC, 435 U.S. 519, 553 (1978). Also,
environmental objections that could be
raised at the draft environmental
statement stage but that are not raised
until after completion of the final
environmental statement may be waived
or dismissed by the courts. City of
Angoon v. Hodel, 803 F 2d 1016, 1022
(9th Cir. 1986) and Wisconsin Heritages,
Inc. v. Harris, 490 F. Supp. 1334, 1338
(E.D. Wis. 1980). Because of these court
rulings, it is very important that those
interested in this proposed action
participate by the close of the 45-day
comment period so that substantive
comments and objections are made
available to the Forest Service at a time
when it can meaningfully consider them
and respond to them in the final
environmental impact statement.

To assist the Forest Service in
identifying and considering issues and
concern on the proposed action,
comments on the draft environmental
impact statement should be as specific
as possible. It also helpful if comments
refer to specific pages of chapters of the
draft statement. Comments may also
address the adequacy of the draft
environmental impact statement or the
merits of the alternatives formulated
and discussed in the statement. Reviews
may wish to refer to the Council on
Environmental Quality Regulations for
implementing the procedural provisions
of the National Environmental Policy
Act at 40 CFR 1503.3 in addressing
these points.

The United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) prohibits
discrimination in its programs on the
basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
religion, age, disability, political beliefs,
and marital or familial status. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all programs.)
Persons with disabilities who require
alternative means of communication of
program information (braille, large
print, audiotape, etc.) should contact
USDA’s TARGET Center ad (202) 720–
2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint, write the
Secretary of Agriculture, U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Washington,
DC 20250, or call 1–800–245–6340
(voice) or 202–720–1127 (TDD). USDA
is an equal employment opportunity
employer.

Dated: March 6, 2000.
George Bain,
St. Joe District Ranger.
[FR Doc. 00–7017 Filed 3–21–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410–11–M

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Forest Service

Categorical Exclusion for Certain Ski
Area Permit Actions

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of availability; reissuance
of interim directive.

SUMMARY: The Forest Service is
reissuing an interim directive to guide
its employees in complying with the
National Environmental Policy Act
when issuance of a ski area permit is a
purely ministerial action and no
changes are proposed in permitted
activities or facilities. The interim
directive implements a provision of the
Omnibus Parks and Public Lands
Management Act of 1996, which states
that reissuance of a ski area permit for
activities similar in nature and amount
to the activities authorized under the
previous permit shall not constitute a
major Federal action. This interim
directive, numbered ID 1909.15–2000–1,
reissues without change the interim
direction previously issued to Forest
Service Handbook 1909.15,
Environmental Policy and Procedures
Handbook, in ID 1909.15–98–1, which
was published in the Federal Register
on September 9, 1998, and was issued
effective September 24, 1998. The
proposed interim directive was
previously published for notice and
comment in the Federal Register on
October 27, 1997 (62 FR 55571).
DATES: Interim directive (ID) 1909.15–
2000–1 is effective March 24, 2000, and
expires September 24, 2001, unless the
direction in the ID is incorporated in an
amendment to Forest Service Handbook
1909.15 before the expiration date.
ADDRESSES: Copies of interim directive
1909.15–2000–1 are available
electronically from the Forest Service
via the World Wide Web/Internet at
http://www.fs.fed.us/im/directives/fsh/
1909.15/idl1909.15l2000l1.txt or by
contacting the Forest Service, USDA,
Recreation, Heritage, and Wilderness
Resources Management Staff (Mail Stop

1125), P. O. Box 96090, Washington, DC
20090–6090 (telephone 202–205–1706).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ken
Karkula, Recreation, Heritage, and
Wilderness Resources Management Staff
(202-205–1426).

Dated: March 16, 2000.
Paul Brouha,
Acting Deputy Chief for National Forest
System.
[FR Doc. 00–7041 Filed 3–21–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410–11–P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Rural Business—Cooperative Service

Notice of Request for Extension of a
Currently Approved Information
Collection

AGENCY: Rural Business—Cooperative
Service, USDA.
ACTION: Proposed collection; comments
requested.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, this
notice announces the Rural Business—
Cooperative Service’s intention to
request an extension for a currently
approved information collection in
support of the program for 7 CFR Part
1942–G Rural Business Enterprise
Grants and Television Demonstration
Grants.

DATES: Comments on this notice must be
received by May 22, 2000 to be assured
of consideration.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Carole Boyko, Rural Development Loan
Specialist, Rural Business—Cooperative
Service, USDA, Specialty Lenders
Division, Stop 3325, 1400 Independence
Avenue SW, Washington, DC 20250–
3325. Telephone: (202) 720–0661.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: RBS/Rural Business Enterprise
Grants and Television Demonstration
Grants.

OMB Number: 0570–0132.
Expiration Date of Approval: May 31,

2000.
Type of Request: Extension of a

currently approved information
collection.

Abstract: The objective of the RBEG
program is to facilitate the development
of small and emerging private
businesses in rural areas. This purpose
is achieved through grants made by RBS
to public bodies and nonprofit
corporations. Television Demonstration
grants are available to private nonprofit
public television systems to provide
information on agriculture and other
issues of importance to farmers and the
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rural residents. The regulations contain
various requirements for information
from the grantees, and some
requirements may cause the grantees to
require information from other parties.
The information requested is vital for
RBS to be able to process applications
in a responsible manner, make prudent
program decisions, and effectively
monitor the grantees’ activities to
protect the Government’s financial
interest and ensure that funds obtained
from the Government are used
appropriately. It includes information
used to determine eligibility; the
specific purposes for which grant funds
will be used; timeframes; who will be
carrying out the grant purposes; project
priority; applicant experience;
employment improvement; and
mitigation of economic distress.

Estimate of Burden: Public reporting
burden for this collection of information
is estimated to average 1.95 hours per
response.

Respondents: Non-profit corporations,
public bodies.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
720.

Estimated Number of Responses per
Respondent: 28.94.

Estimated Total Annual Burden on
Respondents: 40,650 hours.

Copies of this information collection
can be obtained from Jean Mosley,
Regulations and Paperwork
Management Branch at (202) 692–0041.

Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of Rural Business—
Cooperative Service, including whether
the information will have practical
utility; (b) the accuracy of Rural
Business—Cooperative Service estimate
of the burden of the proposed collection
of information including the validity of
the methodology and assumptions used;
(c) ways to enhance the quality, utility
and clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on those who are to respond, including
through the use of appropriate
automated, electronic, mechanical, or
other technological collection
techniques or other forms of information
technology. Comments may be sent to
Jean Mosley, Regulations and
Paperwork Management Branch, U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Rural
Development, STOP 0742, 1400
Independence Ave. SW, Washington,
DC 20250. All responses to this notice
will be summarized and included in the
request for OMB approval. All

comments will also become a matter of
public record.

Dated: March 14, 2000.
Dayton J. Watkins,
Administrator, Rural Business—Cooperative
Service.
[FR Doc. 00–7035 Filed 3–21–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410–XY–P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Rural Utilities Service

Information Collection Activity;
Comment Request

AGENCY: Rural Utilities Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44
U.S.C. Chapter 35, as amended), the
Rural Utilities Service (RUS) invites
comments on this information
collection for which RUS intends to
request approval from the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB).
DATES: Comments on this notice must be
received by May 22, 2000.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: F.
Lamont Heppe, Jr., Program
Development & Regulatory Analysis,
Rural Utilities Service, USDA, 1400
Independence Ave., SW., STOP 1522,
Room 4034 South Building,
Washington, DC 20250–1522.
Telephone: (202) 720–0736. FAX: (202)
720–4120.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: State Telecommunications
Modernization Plan.

OMB Control Number: 0572–0104.
Type of Request: Reinstatement of a

previously approved collection with
change.

Abstract: This information collection
requirement stems from passage of the
Rural Electrification Loan Restructuring
Act (RELRA, P.L. 103–129) on
November 1, 1993, which amended the
Rural Electrification Act of 1936, 7
U.S.C. 901 et seq. (the RE Act). RELRA
requires that a State
Telecommunications Modernization
Plan (STMP), covering at a minimum
the Rural Utilities Service (RUS)
borrowers in the state, be established in
a state or RUS cannot make hardship or
concurrent cost-of-money and Rural
Telephone Bank (RTB) loans for
construction in that state. It is the policy
of RUS that every State have a
Modernization Plan which provides for
the improvement of the State’s
telecommunications network. A
proposed Modernization Plan must be

submitted to RUS for approval. RUS
will approve a proposed Modernization
Plan if it conforms to the provisions of
7 CFR part 1751, subpart B.

Estimate of Burden: Public reporting
burden for this collection of information
is estimated to average 350 hours per
response.

Respondents: Not-for-profit
institutions and other businesses.

Estimated Number of Respondents: 1.
Estimated Number of Responses per

Respondent: 1.
Estimate Total Annual Burden on

Respondents: 350 hours.
Copies of this information collection

can be obtained from Bob Turner,
Program Development and Regulatory
Analysis, Rural Utilities Service at (202)
720–0696.

Comments are invited on (a) Whether
the collection of information is
necessary for the proper performance of
the functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of burden including
the validity of the methodology and
assumption used; (c) ways to enhance
the quality, utility and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (d)
ways to minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques on
other forms of information technology.
Comments may be sent to F. Lamont
Heppe, Jr., Director, Program
Development and Regulatory Analysis,
Rural Utilities Service, U.S. Department
of Agriculture, 1400 Independence Ave.
SW, Stop 1522, Room 4034 South
Building, Washington, DC 20250–1522.

All responses to this notice will be
summarized and included in the request
for OMB approval. All comments will
also become a matter of public record.

Dated: March 14, 2000.
Christopher A. McLean,
Acting Administrator, Rural Utilities Service.
[FR Doc. 00–7087 Filed 3–21–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410–15–P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Foreign-Trade Zones Board

[DOCKET 9–2000]

Foreign-Trade Zone 25—Broward
County, FL; Application for Subzone
Status, Coastal Fuels Marketing, Inc.
(Fuel Terminal), Port Everglades, FL

An application has been submitted to
the Foreign-Trade Zones Board (the
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